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DVORAK: Rusalka. Lyric Fairy Tale in Three Acts. Orch. of the Dresden State
Opera, Saxon State Orch., cond. Josef Keilberth. 3 12” LP. Urania 210.

From his very first few steps as a composer, Dvorak was obsessed with
Wagner. He fought this obsession by fleeing to the protective friendship
of Brahms. Simultaneously, his Slavic soul was drawn to the kindred
muse of Tchaikovsky. As a result of this inner struggle, Dvofik’s
style became a curious mixture of proclamatory Wagnerism and Russian-
inspired lyricism, with a touch of Austro-Bohemian Gemiitlichkeit. To
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